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Q: How did you choose to attend CIU? 
A: I had spent two years in China and was thinking very seriously about going long-term 
with Pioneers. They wanted me to get more training, and half of my current teammates 
were alum of CIU. After talking with them and making a visit, I decided that CIU was 
where I wanted to be.   
 
Q: What did you study at CIU?  
A: I started in the certificate program and ended up with an MA in Leadership 
Evangelism and mobilization.  
 
Q: What did you most enjoy about your time at CIU?  
A: I liked that CIU has a longstanding history of equipping people for ministry and 
missions overseas. And a lot of the professors had intercultural experience. 
 
I also enjoyed the relationships. Having professors that were accessible and that knew 
me and some of my journey helped them to see what my passion were and what I was 
good at. I wasn’t just another face in the crowd. I also enjoyed my relationships with my 
classmates. So many of them were coming off the field and preparing to go back on. 
The richness of community with people who understand what a cross-cultural 
experience is like and shared the same values was rewarding.  
 
Q: What did you do after you graduated from CIU?  
A: I got married three weeks after graduation, and my husband was working with the 
Navigators college ministry at the University of South Carolina. We later moved to 
Colorado after Navigators headquarters asked us to direct their collegiate overseas 
mission program. Joel passed away in 2016.  
 
Q: What do you do now? 
A: After Joel passed, I stayed with Navigators to help direct their iEDGE program. 
iEDGE is a two-year gap program for recent college graduates that provides training 
and opportunity to connect them with our long-term partners overseas. I help with 
vetting, recruitment, shepherding, training care assessment, and mobilizing the teams.  
 
Q: Tell me a little bit about your family.  
A: I was married to Joel for 5 years before he passed away in 2016. I have a two-and-a-
half-year-old son named Gabe.   
 
Q: What advice/encouragement would you give to CURRENT STUDENTS & 
ALUMNI?  
A: The key lesson for me in the years since CIU, whether you’re in ministry, 
marketplace, or missions, is that more important what you do for God this is your walk 
with God. If we don’t get that then we start measuring the value of our lives based on 
our work or contribution to the Kingdom. But God keeps whispering in my ear to: “Just 
be with me. We’re doing this together.” Don’t miss the heart of God for relationship with 
us.  
 



Q: Prayer Requests?   
A: Being a single mom has a lot of challenges – please pray that I would cling to Jesus 
in the areas I feel I don’t have the strength, energy, or wisdom to know what to do and 
how to do it. 
 
My mom also passed away in December from a brain hemorrhage, so prayers to cling 
to God’s sovereignty.  
 
Finally, I’m starting to ask God what my next steps with Navigators is. Prayer for clarity 
and direction in the coming months.   
 

 


