
 
 

Recent Alumni Recognition Award Interviews 
 

[Abeneazer Urga (2014, MDiv) and Jessica Udall (2013, MA)] 
 
 

Q: How did you choose to attend CIU? 
A: We were drawn to the missional emphasis of the school and appreciated its global 
focus. 
 
Q: What did you study at CIU?  
A: Abeneazer: Global Studies (MDiv), Jessie: Bible major, Intercultural Studies minor 
(BS), Intercultural Studies (MA)., 
 
Q: What did you most enjoy about your time at CIU?  
A: We enjoyed getting to know believers from around the world who were our 
classmates, and we also loved being mentored (not just taught) by godly professors 
who got to know us both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
Q: What did you do after you graduated from CIU?  
A: We spent a year ministering among east African Muslim refugees in Portland, Maine, 
and since then we have been involved in teaching at the Evangelical Theological 
College (ETC) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and writing books on theology, Biblical studies, 
missions, and cross-cultural ministry.  
Abeneazer’s books on Amazon 
Jessie’s books on Amazon.) 
 
Q: What do you do now? 
A: Abeneazer is currently pursuing his PhD in Biblical Studies and continuing to write. 
Jessie is temporarily working in the communications department of our mission agency 
(we plan to return to Ethiopia with them after Abeneazer graduates) and writing on 
welcoming immigrants at lovingthestrangerblog.com.  
 
Q: Tell me a little bit about your family.  
A: We have two children: Daniel (3 years old), and Sophia (1 month old). 
 
Q: What advice/encouragement would you give to CURRENT STUDENTS?  
A: Use your time at school wisely to prepare for your life after graduation even now. To 
the extent that you can, use your assignments to study topics that will be relevant to 
your future ministry.  
 
Q: What advice/encouragement would you give to ALUMNI serving around the 
world?   
A: Remember that you are more than just a “minister”—you are also a human who God 
loves. In the hard work of ministry, allow God and others to minister to you. In this way, 
you’ll avoid burnout and stay humble: “How completely satisfying to turn from our 
limitations to a God who has none” (A.W. Tozer). 
 
Q: Prayer Requests?   
A: Please pray for Abeneazer as he seeks to diligently research to bless the Ethiopian 
Church. Also pray for our future plans to return to Ethiopia to equip Ethiopians to reach 
the nations with the love of Christ. 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=abeneazer+gezahegn+urga&rh=i%3Aaps%2Ck%3Aabeneazer+gezahegn+urga
https://www.amazon.com/default/e/B07B8R4J4X/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1531149332&sr=8-1&redirectedFromKindleDbs=true

