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Interview with Kelley Schindler 
 
Q: How did you choose to attend CIU? 
A: I first heard about CIU through a best friend who was looking at going there. She ended up 
going somewhere else – but I was wanting to go into missions. That summer I started meeting 
people who had graduated from CIU, and made the decision to apply!  
 
Q: What did you study at CIU?  
A: I graduated with a major in Intercultural Studies and a minor in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language (TEFL).  
 
Q: What did you most enjoy about your time at CIU?  
A: What sticks out most to me was the spiritual aspect my education. Prayer days especially, 
which were completely set aside for worship and reflection. There was also a huge emphasis on 
community and building meaningful relationships with those around you, which led to me 
meeting a lot of genuine and like-minded people.  
 
Q: What did you do after you graduated from CIU?  
A: After my husband and I both graduated and got married, we were both praying about going 
into mission’s full time. We started looking at year-long missions trips overseas. Joe LeTexier 
encouraged us to look into an agency other CIU graduates had gone through. We were placed 
in Taiwan and taught English full time and working at a local church doing different ministries. 
When we came back to the U.S. at the end of that year we both got jobs. In 2008 we ended up 
returning as career missionaries to Taipei, Taiwan with missionary visas through the local 
church. We served in that church for six years and then were sent out from there to one of the 
poorest districts in Taiwan. We also went to language school for two years to learn Chinese. For 
the last five years we have been serving in that district where we’ve opened up two coffee 
shops.  
 
Q: What do you do now? 
A: Our church is called The Aroma in English. We run it as a coffee shop during the week and 
on Sundays we close for business and we have two church services. The coffee shops also 
provide space for small groups and outreaches. My husband and I run the second coffee house 
full-time, which recently opened in January 2018.   
 
Q: Tell me a little bit about your family?  
A: My husband’s name is Erich and we have two boys. Max is five and Sam is three. We are 
also one year into the process of adopting a Taiwanese girl.  
  
Q: What advice/encouragement would you give to CURRENT STUDENTS?  
A: When you’re in school and then you graduate you have so many ideas or things you think 
you’re going to do. And maybe those things will come to pass. My advice is to stay open, 
because God’s leading is often different than we expect. He leads us step by step, in faith, 



every single day.  Be expectant of God to do big and great things, because that’s what he wants 
to do. Pray daily, seek him out, and wait for him to open those doors.  
 
Q: What advice/encouragement would you give to ALUMNI serving around the world?   
A: It’s so easy to get caught up in ministry and in the business of what our work entails. It’s easy 
to forget or neglect the foundational things like intimate times of prayer and Bible reading. 
Ministry can very easily become you trying to control what’s happening. Stick to those core 
things because that’s what fuels us to keep running the race. In the midst of whatever God has 
for you take time for self-care, recharge, and to do things that will enable you to continue 
running the long race.   
 
Q: Prayer Requests?   
A: Pray for our health. The city is dirty. Our oldest son Max struggles with some repertory 
problems. Please pray for the adoption process to be completed in God’s timing, and for us as a 
family to prepare well. Finally pray that the coffee house would continue to be a light to the 
people.   
 
 


